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In an interview broadcast on Cuban television on the evening of March 1, President Fidel Castro
stated that what is at stake in Panama is the independence of a Latin American nation subjected to
a US conspiracy aimed at crushing Panama's sovereign rights. Condemnation of the Panamanian
government, he said, by Cuba or any other Latin American nation at this time would only serve
US ends. According to Castro, the major causes of Panama's crisis are not domestic personality
disputes, conflicts, or judicial problems. The major cause, he said, is a conspiracy to deprive
Panamanians of their rights to the Canal, specified in the Torrijos-Carter treaty. The president
said he understood the feelings of many Latin American politicians who have lived under military
regimes. However, said Castro, there are important differences between their experiences and those
of the Panamanian people. In Panama, said, Castro, it was the military which took up the banner
of recovering the Canal and national sovereignty. The Panamanian Defense Forces, he added,
led by Gen. Omar Torrijos, stood by the people. Castro continued by stating that all progressive,
democratic Latin American governments must understand that what is at stake in Panama is the
sovereignty and independence of a sister nation. He pointed out that during the confrontation
between Argentina and Britain over the Malvinas islands, all Latin American nations set aside
concerns about the Argentine generals' repressive practices, choosing instead to support Buenos
Aires in its struggle for sovereign rights over the islands. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 03/02/88)
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